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           Making a difference for Women since 1921 

The vision of SI is: 

To be a Global Voice for women through 

awareness, advocacy and action. 
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Directors: 

 Jackie Speaks 

   Marybeth Lehtimaki  

   Susan Wolfe 

 

Delegates: 

Karen Rabena 

   Renee Jones 
 

 

 

 
As we gather at the holiday, the anonymous author above 

expresses my thoughts for all of us this month.  I would add, let us 

remember those around us who could use our help.  Let us share 

generously from our bounty. 

  President Alice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: November 22, 2016 

TIME:  6:30 P.M. 

PLACE:  Best Western 

Premier Hotel,             

Harrisburg, PA 

Members who plan to attend the 

dinner meeting MUST notify  

Billie Hawk (545-6991) or 

hawk4017@verizon.net by 6 PM  

the Wednesday before meeting 

 

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT ALICE 

Soroptimist International of Harrisburg PA - P O Box 61971 Harrisburg PA  17106 

 

 

November-December  

2016 Issue 

      November Invocation 

MaryBeth Lettimaki 
 

December Invocation 

Patti Krow 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

PROGRAM: 

President Alice will 

speak on the Malala 

Project. 

mailto:hawk4017@verizon.net
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NOVEMBER MEETING 
 
We will be collecting gently used female 
clothing items for the Soroptimist’s Malala 
Project.  The items will be sent to be a site 
to be sold.  The money raised will be used to 
fund girls project in Afghanistan.  Malala is 
the young girl who was shot in the face and 
won the Peace Prize. 

 
DECEMBER Cash Collection 

 
We will be 
collecting funds 
to send to the 
SIA President’s 
Appeal for 
Nepal.  Due to 
devastating 

flooding most schools in Nepal were 
destroyed.  The schools which were not 
destroyed are being used to educate boys.  
The Appeal is to create schools for girls to 
attend. 

GIANT, KARNS & WEIS CARDS 

Treat a senior citizen, 
a family member and 
or give a gift to a 
family or individual in 

need of assistance.  Grocery cards can be 
purchased in the amount of $10, $20, $25, 
$50 and $100.    

Karns or Weis Gift Cards contact Gretta 
Morrow at grettam@netzero.net.  Giant Gift 
Cards contact Jacalyn Speaks at 
jcspeaks@patreasury.gov or  
jcspeaks@aol.com to submit your orders. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

November  
2 – Billie Hawk 

7 – Margaretta Morrow 
11 – Jean Johns 
24 – Renee Jones 

 
December 

14 – Cathy Orwan 
17 – Karen Rabena 

21 – MaryBeth Lehtimaki 
 

 
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING 

EVENTS:      
 

 

 

 

 

 
November 21, 2016 Inter-Service 
 Club Luncheon 
November 22, 2016 Dinner Meeting 
 
December 13, 2016 SI Christmas Meeting & 

Program 
 
April 28-30, 2016  NAR Spring Conference, 

Valley Forge 
October 2017  Fall District Meeting, 

SI Montour, Danville 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:grettam@netzero.net
mailto:jcspeaks@patreasury.gov
mailto:jcspeaks@aol.com
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2016 FALL DISTRICT MEETING 
REPORT 
 

SI West Shore hosted 
the District IV Fall 
Meeting at the 
Hampton Inn, 
Mechanicsburg.  Ten of 
the twelve Clubs in 
District IV were 
represented by nine 

Club presidents, seventeen delegates, two 
District officers, and two Region officers.  
There were twenty-five non-delegate 
members and one guest also in attendance. 
 
Upon completing registration, coffee and 
donuts, District Director, Diane Savidge, 
called the meeting to order.  SI West Shore 
President, Judy Crocenzi recognized 
dignitaries and welcomed members and 
guest.  After the invocation first time 
attendees were recognized.   
 
Election for District IV Secretary resulted in 
our President Alice being elected to fill the 
position of district  
secretary.      
 
District Director Diane facilitated a Dream 
It Be It panel discussion which offered an 
overview of successful programs held by 
several District IV Clubs.   The panel 
included members from SI Somerset 
County, SI S.U.N., SI Harrisburg East and 
SI Harrisburg who shared their experiences 
with the DIBI project.   Questions and 
suggestions flowed back and forth in a lively 
exchange of  
 
ideas for future projects among all of the 
Clubs in District IV. 
 
Part II of the 
Dream It Be It 
Overview 
focused on 
program 
curriculum, titled “How to Design  

 
Curriculum.”   Using a suggested guideline 
and program support materials prepared by 
Mary Oliver, DIBI NAR Chair, members 
previewed a potential project agenda.  The 
goal for the DIBI program, “At least one girl 
feels better about herself than she did when 
she came in,” was enthusiastically 
expressed. 
 
SI Harrisburg received awards for the most 
members in attendance and for having the 
highest percentage of members in 
attendance during the Club recognition 
segment. 
 
After the break for sales, networking  
and lunch, Governor Tammy highlighted 
the importance of fund-raising especially at 

the district,  
region, and 
federation levels.  
She  
encouraged members 
to participate in the 

Laurel Society through  
monthly giving and the Laurel Legacy 
bequeath. 
 
The afternoon workshop was a power point 
presentation on Grant seeking and writing 
led by our President Alice.  Members 
received a guided step by step overview of 
how to acquire grant funding for a project.   
 
In closing Governor Tammy congratulated 
the Clubs in District IV for their excellent 
participation.  She promised to visit every 
Club and to stay connected with every 
member.  The pitch for the 89th Spring 
conference reminded everyone to mark 
their calendars for April 28 -30, 2017 in 
Valley Forge, PA 
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News from  SOROPTIMIST 
INTERNATIONAL  OF THE 
AMERICAS 
 

Dear Soroptimist Leaders, 

I want to update you on the health status of 
our dear President-elect Yoko. We have 

received word that 
Yoko is conscious and 
in a general hospital 
ward. She is currently 
undergoing 
rehabilitation and 
works hard each day 
to recover from the  
head injury she 

sustained during a home invasion. She will 
have another  
brain surgery in December, which will 
require an additional two-month  
stay in the hospital afterward. Her 
condition will continues to assessed as she 
undergoes further treatment. 

Please keep Yoko and her family in your 
thoughts. Sincerely, 
RoseMary Reid, 2016-2017 SIA President 

 

FRIENDSHIP LINK -- SI of 
CANNOCK and DISTRICT 

Christmas Plans - One of the local charities 
supported by Cannock Soroptimists is the 
Pathway Project which provides aid and 
support to women victims of domestic 
violence. 
Kathy Coe, 
founder and 
CEO of 
Pathway visited 
the club 
recently to update members on their work – 
and to thank them for their continued 
support. A major focus over coming months  

 
will be a closer liaison with police with the 
aim of preventing sexual exploitation and 
grooming of young women. She reported 
that Domestic Violence numbers sadly 
continue to rise and figures show that two 
women die in the UK each week as a result 
of domestic abuse. Pathway works very 
closely with Women’s Aid which is also 
supported by Cannock Soroptimists, both 
providing what is often literally a life line to 
women who have left a life of  abuse.  Some 
of  the women are helped within the 
community; others are housed in a refuge 
where they remain – with their children – 
until they are able to again lead lives of their 
own. Some of the women and children will 
be in refuges over Christmas and that is 
where Soroptimists again led a helping 
hand.  They provide Christmas gifts for 
these women and children: toys, books, 
clothing and toiletries – something they 
have done for many, many years and if 
previous years are anything to go by the 
recipients will be touched that there are 
people thinking of them at this time. 
 
Soroptimists are marking World Food Day 
– Sunday 16th October – by collecting items 

of food to donate to the Cannock Food 
Bank. All foods donated is either tinned or 
in packets and they welcome such items as: 
milk [UHT or powdered; sugar; soup; pasta 
sauces; tinned vegetables; tea bags; instant 
coffee; tinned meat or fish; tinned fruit; 
jam; biscuits or snack bars.  Figures show 
that 1 in 5 
people in the 
UK live 
below the 

poverty 
line; 
foodbanks 
provide 
essential help 
to these people and families. Cannock & 
District foodbank works using a voucher 
referral system and recipients then receive a 
pack containing three days  worth of 
nutritionally balanced, non-perishable food.  
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DISHCLOTHS FOR SALE 

 
Looking for a small 
present for a friend 
or family member?  
Handmade  
crocheted 
dishcloths will be 

for sale at our meeting.  All funds will be 
donated to our club. 
 
Prices:    1 dishcloth    $4.00 
               2 dishcloths  $7.00 

 
 
2017 CALENDARS 
 

Ever wonder what to do 
with those extra calendars 
which seem to arrive in 
our mailboxes around this 
time?  Bring them to our 
meeting and Meada will 

take them for clients at the medical center. 

 
 
Region Club News of Interest 
SI OF FULTON COUNTY 
 
To benefit their Scholarships & Programs 
for the 
Community the 
show will have 
over 100 
Professional 
Crafters!  It will be 
from 10:00 am - 
4:00 pm, at the 
Gloversville Middle School on November 
20. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
December Christmas Program 
 
A “Venty” Merry Puppet and Story 
Christmas will be presented by Dottie Seitz 
of Harrisburg.  Don’t forget to invite your 
Soroptimister… 

 

 
 



 Soroptigram           Page 6 

 

 

We are on the web at: 

www.harrisburgsoroptimist.org 

 

 

 

 

 

SOROPTIGRAM  DEADLINE:   
Deadline for the January issue is January12. 

 

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE 

 

I pledge allegiance to Soroptimism and to 

the ideals for which it stands. 

The Sincerity of Friendship 

The Joy of Achievement 

The Dignity of Service 

The Integrity of Profession 

The Love of Country 

I will put forth my greatest effort to 

promote, uphold and defend these ideals, 

For the larger fellowship in home, in 

society, in business, for Country and God. 

                  

 

 

 

 

WHO ARE SOROPTIMISTS 
 

Soroptimists are women of all ages, 

cultures, and ethnic groups. They are 

working moms and single women, small 

business owners and corporate 

executives, attorneys, teachers and 

physicians. Soroptimists are leaders 

across all professional disciplines that 

also serve as role models for younger 

women at the beginning of their careers. 

The common thread that connects all 

Soroptimists is the desire to make a 

difference for others through volunteer 

service. 

 

Soroptimist International of the Americas 

(SIA) is part of Soroptimist International, 

the world’s largest classified service 

organization for executive and 

professional women. 

 

The Harrisburg Club’s mission is to use 

our time, talents and resources to 

advance the status of women and 

children. To accomplish this mission, we 

establish and support specific projects to 

address the needs locally, regionally and 

internationally. 

 

Editor:  Alice Lubrecht 

Associate Editor:  Carol Ann Colyer 

 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


